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CARDINAL MORAN AND DR.

RENWIOK.

proselytism at the deaf and dumb

And blind institute.

At tlic conclusion of a concert given by the

pupils of St. Mary's of the Suburbs, Macdonald-

tovrn, on Saturday afternoon, In aid of tho

school funds, the Cardinal Archbishop of Syd

ney, who presided, took advantage of tbe oc-

previous charges of proselytisin in connection

with Llic Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb aud

the Blmd at Newtown. The Cardinal read let

ters received from different parts of the colonics)

which he contcuded fully sustained him iu hie

condemnation of the institute referred to as a

place to which no Roman Catholic child could

bo scut without imperilling its religious faith.

The Cardinal said : lam confident that I

interpret the sentiments and wishes of tlic ladies

and gentlcmoti who have assisted with so much

pleasure at this interesting concert, when I con

gratulate the good children of this school ou

the success which has attended all the pro

ceedings of this afternoon. (Applause.) But
the citizens of this district are to be no less con

gratulated ou tlic success of this most agreeable
entertainment, for it is a presage aud a pledge
to them that a convcut of devoted sisters will

very soon be established amongst them

to impart a Christian education to their

children and to diffuse arouud them

tho blessings of true charity. (Great ap
plause.) It ha9 been a most unpleasant duty to

mc during the past days to raise a voice of

warning in regard to an institution which is

situated iu your immediate neighborhood, and

which, like your future convent, (should be a

true home ot chanty, but which, through I know
not what evil fate, has become a focus of Orange
bigotry aud a centre of anti-Catholic prosc-
lytisra. (" Hear, hear," and applause.) When
the institution for the denf and dumb and the

blind was begun some 21 years ago
it professed

to respect the religious convictions of the in

mates, and many Catholics contributed to its

funds. Suspicions appear to havo been first

aroused when a zealous priest, Father Cunning
ham, anxious to tc3t the religious knowledge of

one of the Catholic pupils in whom he took an

interest, found to his astonishment that, in

stead of being instructed in her catechism, her
mind was tainted with the most bitter

prejudices agaiust tlic religion of her

fathers, and that the very name of

the Blessed Virgiu was distasteful to her.

sclytisiug tipirR of the institution has gradually

become more manifest, aud there can no longer
be auy serious doubt that at present there is no

freedom of conscieucc for CatholiQ children

withiu its walls — (" hear, hear ") — and that

the Catholic parcntB who send their children

thither expose them to the certain riBk of the
loss of their faith. (Applause.) It is only a

few days since the Bisnop of Maitiaud, the Right
Rev. Dr. Murray, who has long taken a par
ticular interest in those destitute children, sent

mo the following statement, for the truthful

ness aud accuracy of which ho vouches

"There can bo no doubt of the proselytisin

carried on in the Institution for the Deaf and

Dumb at Newtown, Sydney. Protestantism is

tho only religion taught in the establishment,
and all the pupils have to study the samo Pro

testant catechism and receive the same religious

instruction. Tho Catholic deaf mutes, as a

matter of course, adopt the persuasion of their

teachers and associates, being deprived of tho

means of icarniug any other. In the-course of

time the)' are prepared for Protestant confirma
tion aud receive it unless their parents hear of
it Six of those

tion aud receive it unless their parents hear of
it and.iutcrpose. Six of those Newtown pupils

were subsequently received in Newcastle, aud
all made tire same statements as here .

given.

They also mention the horror they were led to

have of their owu religion by the misrepresenta
tions and insults of their Protestant companions,
and how they were ready and anxious to do

anything to get rid of the name of Catholic.

All this is particularly unfair in tho case of the

deaf and dumb, whose infirmity incapacitates

them from learning and judging of these mat

ters for themselves aud from being di&abuscd of

their erroneous notions except by persons
acquainted with their language and modes of

expression. Of the Catholic pupils taught in

Newtown some openly profess the Protestant
religion, as in tho following eases of late years

:

—Mrs. Morrow, i ice Wright, of Darliugstreet,
Syduey; Martha Joues, kept as a teacher in New

town, and her sister Anne, at homo in Clarence
Town (both of these were baptised in the Catholic
Church of Dungog) ; Margaret and Anne King,
the former a servant in Newtown, the latter iu

Toowoombn, Queeusland. Others go to no

place of worship, whilst some few follow the

practices of their Catholic parents, but for want
of instruction cannot receive the Sacraments."

My esteemed friend, the Bishop of Bathurst,
has also beau pleased to address to me the fol

lowing letter, which of itself should suffice to

set all controversy at rest iu this matter :
—

" Bathurst, December 9, 18S0. My dear Lord
Cardinal, — There can be no gainsaying the
fact that the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind

Institution at Sydney has becu an' ex

clusively Protestant establishment,, and that

the Catholic children who tvere unfortunate

enough to be sent; there wore systematically
proselytised. Two glaring instauccs of its

proselytising spirit have come directly under

my own notice. There are two excellent

Catholic girls iu this diocese at present
who spent some years m

it,
and who

were being brought up Protestants aud

were taught to hate everything Catholic.

I have seen one of these girls (a deaf mute)
shortly after she left it, when she wu9 10 or 11

years old, spit upon the name of the

Blessed Virgin Mary when written on a

shite, aud stamp her feet with rage
at being asked to make the sign of the cross.

This girl was afterwards educated at the
Dominican Convent in Maitland and Newcastle

'

aud is now a fervent Catholic. The other girl
is nt present au inmate of the Catholic Orphan
age here in Bathurst. She is blind, but utl her

other senses are perfect. She is
very intelli

gent aud is gifteu with a prodigious memory.
I was speaking to her only this morning, aud

in course of conversation sue toldwiuo she was

sent to the blind asylum when she was fivo

years old and was nine years in it. Before she

entered there fiho had learned the Our Father,
the Hail Mary and the Creed from her Catholic

mother and said theui ofteu privately, but she
was compelled to be present at Protestant

prayers, to learn Protestant hymns, attend

Protestant worship and go out to the Protcstaut.

Church (St. Stephen's) on Buudays. Once

while she was there, and ouly once, a priest

visited the asylum, when the secretary hoard

of this priest s visit he was not pleased and
said the priest must not come thcro again.
There were five or six other Catholic children

tiiere besides herself, and they, too, had to attend
Protestant worship, and were brought up
Protestants. Wbcu this girl came to the con

vent, some six or seven years ago, she was

thoroughly Protestant in sentiment, although
her tcuacious memory

still retained the Catho
lic prayers which her poor mother had taught
her. — With profound, respect, believe me to re

main, my dear Lord Cardinal, your faithful ser

vant, Jo skf ii P. Byiine. To his Emi
nence, Cardinal Moran, Archbishop of Sydney."

St. Mary's, Newcastle :
"

During the four years
that I have had charge of tho spiritual inter

ests of the deaf mutes at I have
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that I have had charge of tho spiritual inter

ests of the deaf mutes at Newcastle, I have
become acquainted with two Catholic deaf-

mute children who spent n&any years
in tho Institution for Deaf and Ilumb
and the Bliud at Newtown. One of them,
a young lady from Sydney, had imbibed
in the Newtown institution strong sentiments

of dislike and aversion to the Roman Ca
tholic religion. The other from Toowoomba,
Queensland, at present an inmato of tho

Catholic Institution for Deaf-Mntcs here, re

ceived similar impressions. During the five

years which she spent in the Newtown institu

tion she had, she states, to use flesh meat

every Friday or to go fasting. She received

the same religious instruction as the Pro
testant children, studied from the same Pro
testant text-books and joiued in the samo

prayers with them. As might havo iecn ex

pected from such training, she was ashamed
of and averse to even the namo of Catholic.

When she wa9 removed from Nowtown she

simply hated the religion of her parents and

wonld not go to mass. These two young ladies

are now, thanks to tho religious instruction im

parted by the good nuns and to tho saintly

example of their lives, sincere and fervent
Catholics, but were It not for their good for-

tuno in coming to the Catholic Institution for
Deaf-mutes at Newcastle, they would, like so

many other poor children proselytised at Now
town, be now professing Protestants." The
devoted sister who. has for several years pre
sided qver the instruction of tho deaf-mute
children iu Newcastle, has also favored me

with the following important memorandum: —

" The first and most important consideration
regarding iho deaf mutes is that by their infir

mity they are debarred from acquiring auy
religious principles, either at homo or at school,

except such as may be instilled into
their minds by their teachers. In the Newtown
Institution for the Deaf aud Dumb the head
master and the entire staff of officials are mem

bers of tlic Church of England, and that alone
would suggest the impossibility of any instruc
tion being given to the pupils or any religious
practice Doing observed except in accordance
with the above persuasion. And such is the

case. Six pupils, who had been from two to

fivo years in Nowtown, were received into tho
Ncwcastio institution ;at different times, and
oim and all had the same account to give.

They received tho same religious instruction

as tlic Protestants, studied from the same books
and joiued in the same prayers, uud had always
to take ilcsh meat on Fridays. Any of tho

Catholic pupils who had tho custom of making
the sign of the cross at their first admission
were soon jeered into dropping it. If the head
master refrained from special deeds of proso-
lytism, ho could well afford to do so, as tho
work was well accomplished by tho pupil
teachers and all the others. Tho Catholics had
to undergo a continual persecution of jeers uud
abuse of their religion until thoy had a horror
of it and were anxious to bo ranked amongst
the favored Protestants. Whon they leave the
institution they refuse to acknowledge them-

selves Catholics and to followthc practices of
Catholics." A magistrate residing in Marrick-
ville has written to mc as late as yesterday :

" In

relation to your remarks published in this day's
Herald about the Newtown Institution for tho

Deaf, Dumb and Blind, I have at this moment

iu my employment a girl whose sister, an

orphan, wa m the institution for live year
and came out a bigoted Prole taut, although
the girl with mo and her family arc all

Catholics." This magislrate, I may remark,
is a Protestant. (Applause.) Instead,

however, of giving instances ot the pupiit

who havo been proselytised in the past.

who havo been proselytised in the past.
I should, perhaps, point to the present Catholic

inmates, who may justly be said to be at least

in the first stage of preparation to renounce

their faith. It is only » few days since the

venerable dean of St. Benedict's wrote to me

that "the Catholic children attend the Pro

tenant Bible class and say they prefer it tc

learning the Catholic catechism ; and there is

one orphan girl who entered the institution iu

1-S81 and is still registered as a Catholic, but

never attends with the Catholic children al

Holy Mass." Those instances will suffice tc

show that I merely discharged the duty which
I owe to my spiritual flock wliou I branded the

Newtown Institution for the Deaf, Dumb and

Blind as a home of proselytisin— (" hear, hear")
— and warned Catholic parents against sending
their children to receive instruction within its

unhallowed walls. (Applause.) The con

vcut which you arc about to erect shall never,

I trust, be tainted by suph bigotry — (applause

—but, like a heavenly fountain o£ refreshing

waters, will dispense its blessings alike tt>. all

(Prolonged applause.)
The Very Rev. Dr. O'Harati, the Rev. J. P.

Fitzpatriclc, the Rev. J. Doyle and the Rev,
Father Moriarty assisted at the procccdings2
which terminated about & o'clock.


