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DEAF AND DUMB FESTIVAL.
liiero was a deeply interesting assemblage

at tho EapLi?t Hull, Litde Collin street, on

Tuooday night on the occasion of a

soiree- in connection with the Deaf
and. Dumb Mutual Improvement Socioty.

targe numoer or mutes, young men and

young women, attended, but not tlio faintest

sign appeared that any of them regarded it
as

affliction, for they wero remarkably high
spirited, indeed hilarious, being all well-dressed

twy and in fact a mot happy and healthy
society. To be mute is

a greater trouble than
to bo blind, if

you aro left to ynu own re

source ; but wheu uducationhaa bacn brought
into play, tho inuto has an enormous advan
tage. : Mutes nowadays enter into every
department of business where 8|ieech is not

absolutely iiu)ispcnHble. Among tho audience
was noticeablo tho gentleman who is affec
tionately called Dummy Muir, the most for
ward player of tho Fitzroy Football Club. His

sttango white hair, without a cap, id always
visible in the thickest of the fray, and ho is the

greatest favorite iu tho Victorian football
field.

The mooting was entirely different to any
eoucoptions ouo might form beforehand in re

gard to it. Emerson's most profound essay
is

on Compensation, and tho same ideas formed
tho basis of genial addresses given by tho Uov
.T. 9. Lowe and F. Brown on this occasion.

MrLuw'd anecdote of his be'ug left alone in
tlio Desert, whilo on his travel in Arabia, or

thereabouts, afforded a graphic i>andlel to the
coudition of the mute, with his concentration
of ideas, which is

a result of being thus isolated.

The young ladies and gentlemen kept up a

continual and livuly noiseless chattering with
their fingers and hands throughout tho meet
ing. Who could toll if th»y did not quiz tho
viHitors? Tho beauty of thi finger chat, or

semaphoring, is that it i nr>t confined by dis-

lance, and tho practitioners talk all over tho
shop, no matter what is

on.

About a million of deaf and dumb people
exist on tho globe, judging from tho statistic
ol Europe and America. Air Jlolfc spoke feel

ingly on Tuesday evening of the many mutes
neglected iu Victoria, whilo thoso in and
around Molbourno aro so well looked after.
Mr Holt in tho missionary, and he interpreted
other 8i>eakcni to thu deaf nnd dumb audience,
on his. fingers, keeping pace with tiuun in an

astonishing manner. Tho quick intelligence of
tho mutcs.could be iwrceivetl in their apprecia
tive opplnuse at tho point, and laughter at the
jokes. Mr Holt is >ri;nfnl of sympathy, one of

those men who may be described as a bundle of

nerves, and it was really beautiful to see tho

complete accord in which huwas with tho mute
audience. Hand-talking suggests phonography
and stenography. It i not by arbitrary signs,

but they are all based on tho shape of
tiiu

capital letters of tho alphabet, /

Tho writer may be pardoned if tlio thought
arose in his mind, viewing Tuesday night's

meeting,
44

What au illustration ia hero of the
goodness of God i" Tlio ancients hold that
nothing whatever could bo dono for the mutes,
and ranked thoni almost in tho scale with
idiots, whilo all throughout the Dark and
Middle Ages thoy were put on one side as

usslesa - and miserable members of
'

sooiaty,

crawling on towards death as their relief.

Systematic treatment of mutes only began
about two hundred years ago. Now. see what

has boon done. Instead ot declaiming against
tho cruelty of Providence, noblo philanthro
pist have found that tho affliction is essentially

a light o lie, if human creatures only do their

duty to each other.

Two systems exist of talking for mutes, the
one-hand system of talkfphony and tho twu-

hand system of talkigraphy. Both wore

1 ractised at tho Baptist Hull on Tuesday
evening, but we did not oWrvo any nttcimit.s

at tho system of signalling by month, whieh
has been tried. There M s-jinothing quite
fascinating in tho hatm-inlU practised by n

lively young lady, embellished with all the

witchery of noil aud smile, while occivsional

dot and dashes havo to be put in hy pointing
to her mouth or eye?. Then there i a splash
of one hand acres the palm of another, which

give the final touch to an indefinable kind of

attraction, like that i>osessed by nil accom

plished Frenchwoman. There h any amount

of scope for byo-plny.


