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DEAF AND DUMB CONGRESS.

The Deaf and Dumb Congress was con-

tinued at the
Independent-hall,Russell-

street, yesterday.

Mr E. J. D. Abraham

presided.Therewas a very good attend-

ancethough hardlyso largeas on preced-

ing days, owing to 50 of the
delegates

hav-
ing gone down the bay. The session was
markedby the reallywonderfulspiritof
cheerfulness which has characterisedthe

whole
proceedings.

The doubleaffliction of
the deaf mutes is borne with a cheerful re-
signation which impels

admiration.

It is
a pity that the hearing and speakingpublic

have not attended the congress in larger
numberseven if it were only to note the
fortitude with which the delegates bear
their great

affliction.

The
business

of the day
consisted

in the
readingand

discussing

of papers.Mr Vic-
tor Fisher (N. S. W. )

contributed

a paper

on the "Social Status of the Deaf." Con-
trasting the present position of the deaf
with that of early Rome, when they were
regarded as imbeciles and prohibited from
exercising

civic rights, the essayist said it
was no uncommon thing nowadays to meet
well-educated

deaf mutes in all parts of the
world, young men and women fit to adorn
any position in life. Socially the educated

deaf were now on equality with those
around them.In Great Britain 62 per cent
of the deaf followed unproductive pursuits,

26 per cent
industrial,

7 per cent agricul-

tural and 3 per cent
domestic, whilst 1 per

cent found employment in commercial and
professional circles. Social distinction and
equality depended largely upon character,

the
cultivation

of high ideals,and aspira-

tions towardswhatever was "pure and
lovely and of good

report."

As a rulethe
highly educated deaf made betteruse of
theirpowersthan those possessedof all
their senses.With increased diligence and
perseverence

the deaf would commandthe
respectand confidence of those around
them.

Mr. S. W. Showell(Queensland)

read a
paper on "TheFamily Lifeof the Deaf." He
contended that under proper conditions the
family lifeof the deafcould be quite as
happy as that of hearing and speaking

people. Unfortunatelyparents of deaf
children frequently neglected to acquirethe
art of manualspelling.This created a
gulf betweenparentand child,which
widened as the years passed. The neglect

was often the result of an
exaggerated

idea
of the

difficulty

of learningthe system. As
a matter of fact, the manual alphabetcould
be learnedin halfan hourwhile three days'
practicewouldgive a fair

facility.

In con-
templating marriage, deaf mutes should
seek partners among those similarly handi
capped. The unmarrieddeaf mute was the
centre of an ever

contractingcircle, but the
marriedman was the centre of one that was
ever widening.

"The
Capabilities

of the Deaf" was the
subjectof a paper by Mr. E. A. Sturcke

(S.A.).While the
disadvantages

of the
deaf and dumb were manifold,there were
advantageswhich were sometimes over
looked. They were unableto hear the
evilthatwas spoken in the world and at
work they had an

advantage

over those who
could hear in not being interrupted

by idle
talk. In

conclusion,

he urged them to
strivefor the highest standard of success

which, however, must be the Christian

standard.

Mr F. S. Booth (N.S.W.)

read a paper
written by Mr S. Watson, principal

of the
New South Wales Schoolfor Deaf and
Dumb. Mr. Watsonrecently returned from
a visit to England and America,and his
paperwas mainlya summary of opinionscol
lected from experts in the

education

of the
dumb. There was a

preponderance

of
opinion in favourof women teachers for

opinion in favourof women teachers for
young children,but

preference

was given to
male teachers for advanced pupils.There
was a great

difference

of opinion regarding

the
relative value of the pureoraland the

combined systems. Of the opinions obtained

a majority favoured the combined system.
Incidentally, it was mentioned that the
higheststandard of education obtained in
America, where a deaf mute may attend
school,at state expense,

for from14 to 17
years.

In a paperon "The Past, Present,

and
Futureof the Deaf."Mr M. Miller(Vic
toria) expressed regretthat education of
the deaf was not

complulsory

and free.
Without compulsion there would alwaysbe
parentswho, throughwant of knowledge,
negligence,

or blindlove for their children,

would condemn the latter to lives of misery

by allowingthem to grow up without in
struction.Matters had improved very
much in this respect during the past 30
years,and, with sympathy and encourage

ment from the hearing public, furtherad
vantages wouldsoon be gained.With the
objectof bringing deaf mutes into closer
communication

with the rest of the com-
munity,he suggestedthat largecards,bear
ing the deaf and dumb

alphabet,

be dis
tributedamong ordinaryschools.

A paperon "AdultDeaf and Dumb Mis
sions"was givenby the

president,

Mr. E
J. D. Abraham.All the papers, with the
very numerous criticisms,were given in
the sign

language.

The
congressional businesswas brought to

a close at an eveningsession,

whena number

of resolutions were adopted—(1) advocat
ing free and

compulsory educationfor deaf
mutes,and protesting againstthe Govern-

mont assistance at presentgiven being
classedas charitable grants;(2) condemning

the
application

of the words"asyluminsti
tution" to educationalestablishments

for deaf mutes on the ground
that such

designations

tend to give
the publica wrong impression of
the mentalconditionof the pupils;(3)
deploringthe recent appointment

of a clerk
from a city office as

superintendent

of the
establishment

on St Kilda road when the
servicesof a first class expert teacher were
demanded; (4) appointing a committee to
urge upon the board of

management

of the
Melbourne school, or if

necessary

on the Go
vernment, the claims of Mr F. J. Rose to

a pensionas a reward for his
services

in
promotingthe educationof the deaf and
dumb; (5) strongly urgingthe establish

ment of homesand farmsfor aged, infirm

and mentally deaf mutes as in South
Australia;(6) approving the formation

of an Australian Associationof Deaf
and Dumb, on the lines of the Britishand
American institutions;

(7) joiningwith the
deaf mutes of Great Britain, America
Germanyand Francein protesting against
the use of the pureoral systemin the in
struction of the deaf.

Delegates from the otherstates warmly
congratulated

the membersof the Mel
bourneDeaf and Dumb Mission on having
commencedthe erection of a churchand
institutein Flinders streetand the meet

ing closed withvotes ot thanks to the press,

the presidentand officers of the congress.

To-day the
delegates

will make a trip
downthe bay in the Hygeia,at the invita

tion of Messrs.Huddart, Parker,and Co.,
and on Thursdaya cricket match will be
played betweenteams representing Vic
toria and New South Wales. At half past
7 o'clock therewill be a ladies conversa

zione and conference in the
Independent-

hall and the delegatesand visiting cricket

teams will be
entertained

at dinnerat
Lucas'sCafe.


